
����� ���e dive team 
records surveying info of 
Florida’s underground rivers.  
�e process is called “Slate 
Scratching.” �e diver places 
the slate against the angle  
of the line, recording the 
angle with the compass on 
the slate.

���� � Aussom Pit is the 
�nal destination in Silver 
Glenn Springs. �e �oor 
of the massive cavern is ��� 
feet below the surface. Water 
is constantly fed from a vent 
at the base, and from caves 
around the upper walls  
of Aussom Pit, visible in the 
upper part of the photo. 

�����   �e extreme cave 
diving team plunges into  
the depths of the aquifer  
at a main entrance vent to  
the aquifer caves.

����� ���e team must 
carefully plan their return 
voyage to the surface.  
Many times, in these caves, 
there is only one way in  
and one way out.

����� ��Cave-adapted  
cray�sh may live up to ��� 
years in these underwater 
environments because of  
low metabolic, calorically 
restricted intake and few  
natural predators. 

Photography by Tom Morris, Bill Foote 
and Wes Skiles with assistance  
from Eric Hutcheson and Jim Brown

������  �e underground 
rivers wind through a  
labyrinth of tunnels, some-
times only wide enough for a 
single diver to pass through. 
�e limestone is studded 
with razor-sharp fossils that 
pose as a constant threat to 
the diver’s gear.

��������������������   
�is �rst magnitude spring 
is located in the Ocala  
National Forest. Its elaborate 
underground cave network 
is part of the Floridan  
Aquifer system—one of the 
most productive aquifers 
in the world, ranging over 
���,��� square miles.

Below Florida’s tropical surface lies an extensive  
network of freshwater aquifer caves. A small 
percentage of these caves have spring or sinkhole 
entrances, providing access to this fascinating 
subterranean universe. More than ��� of these 
caves have been documented thanks to the e�orts 
of extreme diving teams.
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To learn more about 
Florida’s springs visit 
�oridasprings.org


